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in Wilkinson County winds up, down, and through a

rural scene of mixed hardwoods and pine trees, and
weedy flowers dot the overgrown green roadsides. With few
exceptions, it could be nearly any back road in Mississippi
in the summertime.

Even at the Clark Creek Natural Area trailhead, there are
not many signs that just a quick stroll down the path will
reveal anything unusual, and certainly not the dramatic land-
scape that draws tens of thousands of people down this road
each year.

Clark Creek is quietly overlooked in Mississippi’s col-
lection of parks. It is conceivable that most Mississippians
might not know that here, in the extreme Southwest corner
of their state, upwards of 50 spring-fed waterfalls run almost
year round.

Clark Creek Natural Area is not a leisurely stop off the
Natchez Trace, like the similarly rocky Tishomingo State
Park in the state’s opposite corner, or the tranquil, lakeside
Paul B. Johnson State Park, a respite from the buzz and dash
of U.S. Hwy. 49 South of Hattiesburg.

A scan of license tags in the gravel lot indicates that many
of the 20,000 to 30,000 yearly visitors are likely from Loui-
siana, whose border cuts the hills just a few miles to the
South. Itis an easy trek from downriver parishes and locales
like Baton Rouge than most cities in the Magnolia state.

The pockmarked blacktop of Fort Adams Pond Road

But as the saying goes, nothing worthwhile is easy.

Clark Creek Natural Area comprises 700 acres of the Tunica
Hills, a stunning stretch of the narrow Loess Hills region that
straddles the Mississippi Delta beginning at the Tennessee line
and ending a dozen or so miles into Louisiana.

Wind-blown deposits from the Delta region collected here
raising the hills 400 feet above sea level and then carving
steep chasms and ravines.

The changes in relief and geography eventually revealed
the natural springs that feed Clark Creek, where crystal-
clear water now spills over ledges up to 30 feet high, and
winds over and around sandstone and clay formations that
rest on the creek bed.

Park manager Mark Cavin explained that most of the
rocks here are actually hardened clay, noting that the wa-
terfalls formed where the water could not cut through the
clay. Instead, the water ate away at the sand around and un-
derneath the clay deposits over time and with greater force
as the falls grew.

This hidden state treasure was private until 1978, when
International Paper and local landowner David Bramlett do-
nated their plots of land to the state for public use.

“It’s so rough they couldn’t do anything with it,” said
Cavin. “You can’t log it because the land is so hard it’s not
worth it.” Cavin paused, then added: “And it’s such a pretty
place.”
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